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ongrulgc  Urban  District  Council 


ort  ot  the  Medical  Officer  o 
Year  ending  December  3 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Longridge  In  ban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  lteport  on  the  health  of  Longridge  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1940.  It  is  in  the  abbreviated  form  desired  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

The  area  of  the  Urban  District  is  unchanged  since  my  previous  report. 

The  social  conditions  of  the  district,  in  spite  of  the  disturbances  incidental  to  war  con¬ 
ditions,  have  remained  satisfactory. 

Employment,  disturbed  by  the  calls  of  the  Fighting  Services  upon  the  younger  adult 
ages  of  the  population,  and  by  the  transference  by  the  Government  of  the  older  ages  to  em¬ 
ployment  essential  to  the  national  effort:  in  war,  has  been  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  in  Acres  . 3,285. 

Population  (Census  1931)  .  4,158. 

Estimated  Population  (mid  1940)  . . . .  4,100. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census  1931)  . .  1,067. 

Number  at  end  of  1940  (Rate  Books)  . . . .  1,080. 

Rateable  Value  . £23,466. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  . .  £94. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Birth-rate  per  1,000 

estimated 

Live 

Births — Legitimate 

.  37 

40 

77 

resident  population 

(mid  1940) .  19.02. 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

..  37 

41 

78 

Still 

Births  (Legitimate) 

.  3 

2 

5 

Rate  per  1,000  (live 

and  still  births)  ...  60.2 

M.  F.  Total 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  ...  2  3  5 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age: — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births .  64 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  .  64 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births  .  Nil. 

Dea  hs  from  Puerpural  Causes  . .  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  5 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil. 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)....  Nil. 

M.  F.  Total 

Total  Deaths  (all  causes)  .  23  28  51 

Death-rafe  per  1,004  estimated  resident 


population  .  12.4 

Adjusted  Death-rate  (comparability 
factor  0.45)  .  11.78 


; 


’ 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

* 

During  the  year  77  eases  were  notified  as  follows: — 


Measles  .  42 

Whooping  Cough  .  16 

Scarlet  Fever  .  14 

Diphtheria  .  2 

Puerpural  Pyrexia  . .1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  .  1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  1 


All  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Puerpural  Pyrexia,  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 
and  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

There  were  no  deaths  amongst  the  cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  significant  decline  in  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  during  the  year  1940  (2  cases) 
as  compared  with  the  year  1939  (42  cases)  must  be  noted.  This  decline  can  be  attributed 
mainly  to  the  large  number  of  children  immunised  at  the  end  of  1939  and  during  the  year  1940. 

The  financial  saving  to  the  district,  as  a  result  of  tliis  reduction  of  the  number  of  cases 
admitted  to  hospital,  need  not  be  stressed  ;  but  the  absence  of  those  ill  effects,  which  frequently 
follow  Diphtheria,  is  a  gain,  of)  some  importance  to  the  child  population  of  the  district. 

During  the  year  46  pre-school,  and  122  school  children  were  immunised. 

The  arrangements  for  the.  isolation  and  treatment  of  Infectious  Diseases,  and  for  their 
removal  to  hospital,  were  the  same  as  in  previous  years. 

GENERAL  DISEASES. 

Patients  who  require  hospital  treatment  are  admitted  to  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  and 
to  Sharoe  Green  Hospital.  The  hospitals  supply  the  Ambulances  or  Private  Ambulances 
may  be  hired. 

Malignant  Diseases  receive  radium  treatment  at  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 

Bacteriological  and  Pathological  specimens  are  sent  to  the  Laboratory  at  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary. 


COUNTY  COUNCIL  SERVICES. 

All  cases  of  Tuberculosis  come  under  the  control  of  the  Tuberculosis  Staff  of  the 
•County  Council.  X-ray  examinations  of  the  chest  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis,  and  the  ex¬ 
amination  of  sputum  are  recognised  services  under  this  scheme. 

The  County  Council  have  a  School  Clinic  in  Kestor  Lane  where  Minor  Ailments  and! 
Dental  defects  are  treated  twice  per  week. 

In  this  building  an  Ante-natal  Clinic  is  held  fortnightly,  and  a  Child  Welfare  Centre 
each  Tuesday  afternoon. 

An  Ophthalmic  Clinic  is  held  once  per  fortnight. 

Maternity  cases  referred  from  the  Ante -natal  Clinic  (or  by  private  practitioners)  for 
hospital  accommodation  are  received  by  the  Maternity  Hospitals  of  Preston  Royal  Infirmary 
and  Sharoe  Green  Hospital.  One  small  Maternity  Home  is  registered  in  the  district. 

Home  Nursing  and  a  Domiciliary  Maternity  Nursing  Service  are  provided  by  the 
Longridge  and  District  Nursing  Association,. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

A  satisfactory  water  supply  is  obtained  from  Preston  Corporation.  The  purity  of  the 
supply  is  checked  by  frequent  bacteriological  tests.  A  slight  contamination  in  one  of  the 
Service  Reservoirs  was  traced  to  a  geological  fault  in  the  rocky  stratum.  The  correction  of 
this  necessitated  the  relaying  of  a  sewer,  and  the  removal  of  a  tip  for  household  refuse  to  an¬ 
other  site.  This  work  has  now  been  completed. 

Refuse  disposal,  scavenging,  and  sewage  disposal  are  carried  out  by  the  Authority. 
The  earth  closets  and  privies  in  the  rural  part©  of  the  district  are  emptied  regularly. 

There  were  no  conversions  to  the  water  carriage  system  during  the  year. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  DURING  1940. 


Number  of  premises  visited  .  159. 

Number  of  Defects  or  Nuisance©  found  _  15. 

Number  abated  . . 15. 

Statutory  Notices  served  . .  Nil. 

Legal  Proceedings  .  Nil. 


The  defects  were  minor  in  character  and  amended  on  request. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  four  in  the  district  and  they  have  been  inspected  regularly.  Their  condi¬ 
tion  has  been  satisfactory.  There  were  no  clo  sures  of  the  schools  for  epidemic  causes  during 
the  year. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

One  case,  non-pulmonary  in  type,  was  notified  during  the  year. 

No  deaths  from  this  disease  were  reported  during  1940. 

New  Regulations  in  connection  with  the  Notification  of  Tuberculosis  were  issued  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  in  1940.  These  Regulations  did  not  alter  substantially  the  previous 
proceedure,  but  did  prevent  the  admission  into  the  Services  of  individuals  known  to  be  in¬ 
fected  with  active  Tuberculosis. 

One  sample  of  milk  from'  a  farm  in  the  district  was  found  to  be  infected,  with  Tubercle 
Bacilli.  The  animal  affected  was  slaughtered. 

RECEPTION. 

There  are  still  many  evacuees,  governmental  and  private,  in  the  district. 

No  new  problems  have  arisen  as  a  consequence  of  their  presence  during  the  year,  but 
it  has  been  necessary  to  deal  with  a  certain  number  of  cases  of  contagious  diseases  which  they 
had  introduced. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1940. 

The  housing  conditions'  showed  no  changes  during  the  year. 

No  new  houses  were  erected  during  1940. 

Inspections  of  Dwelling-houses. 

1. —  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  Housing  Defects  (under  Public  Health 


or  Housing  Acts)  . . . . . * . . .  60 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  60 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  submitting  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  .  9 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

Sections  A.B.C.  and  D.  . . .  Nil. 


I  am,  Gentlemen  your  obedient  servant, 

Longridge, 

August,  1941. 


G.  G.  WRAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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